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Restraint of temper is always a virtue 

Benjamin Franklin was born on January 17, 1706 in Boston. His father was a maker of candles and soap. Benjamin was 10 when his schooling ended 
and he started working. He worked for his father for a time and at 12 he started working in his elder brother’s print shop where his brilliant career 
began. Benjamin had thirst for knowledge from his childhood. In his free time mostly at night he was constantly busy with self-educating. He studied 
languages, natural and exact science. He learned Latin, Italian, Spanish and French, studied bases of biology and chemistry, succeeded in mathematics 
and physics.  
Benjamin actively participated in social life. He helped to launch the Library Company (1731), the American Philosophical Society (1743), 
Pennsylvania Hospital (1751), Philadelphia Academy (1751) which became the foundation of the University of Pennsylvania. 
The political career of Benjamin Franklin began when he became a Secretary of Philadelphia Assembly and then he was appointed as one of the two 
Deputy Postmasters General. Benjamin Franklin took a hand in the final struggle between France and England in America. On the eve of the conflict, 
in 1754, commissioners from the several colonies were ordered to convene at Albany for a conference with the Six Nations. On his way to Albany he 
projected and drew a plan for the union of all the colonies under one government. His plan was accepted. In the first year of American War of 
Independence (1775) he held different leading positions, developed a new plan for the union of all colonies (finally he became the United States first 
Postmaster General), helped to set up the postal system in Philadelphia, helped to write parts of the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution.  No other individual was more involved in the birth of American nation. He was one of the Founding Fathers.  
Benjamin Franklin had very important inventions in electricity. The unit quantity of electricity was named in his honor. He was the author of the 
theory of shipbuilding. He was elected a fellow of the Royal Society in 1756 and awarded its Copley Medal. In 1776 Congress sent Franklin on his 
most important diplomatic mission. He was asked to persuade France to help America in its fight for independence. He was successful, and the Treaty 
of Paris was signed Feb. 6, 1778.  
For two hundred years his name has been on the tongues of parents who want to bring up their children in “true American spirit”. His biography is 
an example of a man who can achieve huge results regardless of his paternity. His life and his scientific achievements were recognized all around the 
world. He was elected an honor member of some foreign Academies and Societies as well as Russian Academy of Science (1789). Remarkably as a 
sign of his impact on society, the whole world celebrated the 300th anniversary of Franklin’s birth. 
 

Benjamin Franklin 

(1706-1790) 

Is an outstanding progressive American thinker, a 
scientist and a state and public figure. As an extremely 
active and all-round educated man he was an effective 
diplomat, who helped to consolidate the international 

and political prestige of the USA. He was one of the 
authors of the Declaration of Independence (1776). 

 



Task 1: 
Define 13 of your main shortcomings that hinder you from fulfilling your calling 
 
Task 2:  
Next to each shortcoming write virtue, which you need to work on to strengthen your weak side and to fulfill your calling 
Example:  Impatience (shortcoming) ;  Patience (virtue) 

Table 1 

 Shortcoming Virtue 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
6.    
7.    
8.    
9.    
10.    
11.    
12.    
13.    

 
 
Task 3: 
Create your own scheme of self-perfection (developing virtues), list 13 virtue (from task 2) and include an activity each day to engage in  



Number Names of 
Virtues 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Example Patience Listen to sermon 
on patience  

Read patience 
definition 

Study scripture 
on patience 

Read biographies 
of patient people 

Pray the word using 
patience  scripture  

Meditate on 
patience 

Deliberately engage 
in an act of patience 

1.         

2.         

3.         

4.         

5.         

6.         

7.         

8.         

9.         

10.         

11.         

12.         

13.         

Task 4:  Give a date of the beginning of your work with your scheme:_________________________________ 

Task 5: 
Create your own reminding system. Decide, who you will be accountable to. Before you start next cycle, make corrections 


